
AN ANALYSIS ON THE CONCEPT OF UTILITARIANISM

Utilitarianism is a moral theory that advocates actions that promote overall happiness or pleasure and rejects actions
that cause unhappiness or harm. A utilitarian philosophy, when directed to making social, economic, or political
decisions, aims for the betterment of society.

This is what defenders of rule utilitarianism claim. In general, whatever is being evaluated, we ought to choose
the one that will produce the best overall results. Utilitarianism now appears in various modified and
complicated formulations. In their view, the principle of utilityâ€”do whatever will produce the best overall
resultsâ€”should be applied on a case by case basis. Even what is to count as an act is not a matter of
philosophical consensus. And if the fool, or the pig, are of a different opinion, it is because they only know
their own side of the questionâ€¦ [30] Mill argues that if people who are "competently acquainted" with two
pleasures show a decided preference for one even if it be accompanied by more discontent and "would not
resign it for any quantity of the other", then it is legitimate to regard that pleasure as being superior in quality.
In the last chapter of Utilitarianism, Mill concludes that justice, as a classifying factor of our actions being just
or unjust is one of the certain moral requirements, and when the requirements are all regarded collectively,
they are viewed as greater according to this scale of "social utility" as Mill puts it. He suggests that it would
have been a good thing if plant operators learned lessons that prevented future serious incidents. If the overall
aim is to maximize the well-being of all people in all cities, for example, then we are likely to get better results
by having individuals who know and understand particular cities focus on them while other people focus on
other cities. They do not have the authority to do whatever they think will lead to the best results in particular
cases. McCloskey: [46] Suppose that a sheriff were faced with the choice either of framing a Negro for a rape
that had aroused hostility to the Negroes a particular Negro generally being believed to be guilty but whom the
sheriff knows not to be guilty â€”and thus preventing serious anti-Negro riots which would probably lead to
some loss of life and increased hatred of each other by whites and Negroesâ€”or of hunting for the guilty
person and thereby allowing the anti-Negro riots to occur, while doing the best he can to combat them.
Individuals have wants, not mankind; individuals seek satisfaction, not mankind. What kind of government is
best thus becomes a question of what kind of government has the best consequencesâ€”an assessment that
requires factual premises regarding human nature and behaviour. Better put, the justification of character, and
whether an action is good or not, is based on how the person contributes to the concept of social utility.
Growth of classical English Utilitarianism In the history of English philosophy, some historians have
identified Bishop Richard Cumberland , a 17th-century moral philosopher, as the first to have a Utilitarian
philosophy. Compare Investment Accounts. In their view, whatever defects act utilitarianism may have, rule
utilitarianism will have the same defects. One the actual consequence view says that to act rightly is to do
whatever produces the best consequences. Yet, each of the judgments that flow from act utilitarianism
conflicts with widespread, deeply held moral beliefs. It permits drivers to decide whether there is a need to
stop. Impartiality and the Problem of Over-Demandingness Rule utilitarians believe that their view is also
immune to the criticism that act utilitarianism is too demanding. Harsanyi, a Nobel Prize economist, defends
rule utilitarianism, connecting it to a preference theory of value and a theory of rational action. The philosophy
is associated with Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill , two towering British philosophers, and political
thinkers. A moralist, he maintained, could sum up the units of pleasure and the units of pain for everyone
likely to be affected, immediately and in the future, and could take the balance as a measure of the overall
good or evil tendency of an action. Effects of Utilitarianism in other fields The influence of Utilitarianism has
been widespread, permeating the intellectual life of the last two centuries.


