
ROMAN SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

Their essential role in Roman government was crucial enough that the . government of the old Republic had created a
unique system of the.

After the Romans freed themselves from the Etruscans, they established a republic, and all males over 15 who
were descended from the original tribes of Rome became citizens. In times of extreme emergency, this person
was appointed to serve for six months; however, during this period he held complete authority. Although it
survived until the fall of Rome, the Roman Senate had become merely a ceremonial body of wealthy,
intelligent men with no power to rule. Most of the constitution was unwritten and laws were upheld by
precedent. The centuriate assembly was military in nature; it voted on war and peace and elected all those
magistrates who exercised imperium military power. The details are not known precisely as Livy's books on
the period are lost. Like the other assemblies, they voted along tribal lines with each tribe having one vote.
Having witnessed the problems of the monarchy on their own land, and aristocracy and democracy among the
Greeks , they opted for a mixed form of government, with three branches. Its provisions concerned such
matters as legal procedure , debt foreclosure, paternal authority over children, property rights , inheritance ,
and funerary regulations. Some citizens were not allowed to vote or hold public office, but maintained the
other rights. A cousin of Alexander the Great , he was eager to build an empire for himself in the western
Mediterranean, and saw Tarentum's plea as a perfect opportunity towards this goal. Under the king and later
the Republic, this person not only oversaw public morality but took the census, registering both citizens and
their property. Two of their bills attacked patricians' economic supremacy, by creating legal protection against
indebtedness and forbidding excessive use of public land, as the Ager publicus was monopolised by large
landowners. The aristocracy wealthy class dominated the early Roman Republic. Once free, the Romans
established a republic, a government in which citizens elected representatives to rule on their behalf. The
prevalent modern view is that the monarchy at Rome was incidentally terminated through military defeat and
foreign intervention. This theory sees Rome as a site highly prized by the Etruscans the people of the central
Italian region of Etruria in the 6th century bce. The early historical record The early Roman Republic â€” bce
and the preceding regal period â€” bce are the most poorly documented periods of Roman history. A republic
is quite different from a democracy, in which every citizen is expected to play an active role in governing the
state. Before Roman strength increased further, a marauding Gallic tribe swept down the Po River valley and
sacked Rome in bce; the invaders departed, however, after they received a ransom in gold. The plebians, who
comprised the majority of the army and did most of the real work, rebelled, going on strike and demanding an
equal voice in the government. He also incorporated these freedmen in the rural tribes. This law strongly
increased the power of the Senate, which was by now protected from the influence of the consuls and became
the central organ of government. Considering the context of ancient times and contemporary forms of
government, and taking into account its albeit limited representative elements, Rome must, nevertheless,
remain an outstanding example of a successful ancient government. Learn More. The highest positions in the
government were held by two consuls, or leaders, who ruled the Roman Republic. The most important bill
opened the consulship to plebeians. Shortly before , the Lex Ovinia transferred this power to the censors, who
could only remove senators for misconduct, thus appointing them for life. The ensuing battles, known as the
Punic Wars , spanned the years â€” bce. SK-A The Senate , which may have existed under the monarchy and
served as an advisory council for the king, now advised both magistrates and the Roman people. Click on the
buttons on the main page for general topics, such as religion and society. Quickly kill


