
UNDERSTANDING THE BALLOONING RATE OF CRIME IN THE UNITED

STATES

particularly â€œthe statistics of crime under the laws of the United States, and, as far as . Interest in understanding
crime surged in the s, which proved to be a.

While perceptions of rising crime at the national level are common, fewer Americans tend to say crime is up
when asked about the local level. There have been limited attempts at reform in a few other countries. For both
studies, is the most recent full year of data. Louis  Likewise, the police alone know the number and nature of
persons apprehended for committing offenses. In chapter two, Blumstein shows that the homicide peak of the
early nineties is mostly attributable to an epidemic of young urban black handgun homicides. And while the
events surrounding Parkland have certainly defined , the last 12 months have presented a wealth of new
knowledge about guns in America. The explanation for the lag between the two phenomena may well be the
presence of a cohort effect. The number of teenagers and young adults peaked around and dropped during the
80s. Therefore, the impact of the diminishing number of youths has been delayed, and this explains the
temporary lag between the two phenomena. Politicians and policymakers following their lead, give into the
temptation, convincing themselves that draconian sentences are the key to public safety. This is perhaps
understandable. Holloway advances an explanation developed by Levitt and Donohue that can account for
diminishing crime rates in most places in the U. Moroever, the rate of crime dropped even in cities that had
not experienced major changes in policing. When a death is labeled gang-related it lowers the chances that it
will be investigated and increases the chances that the perpetrator will remain at large. Though some argued
for tailoring the survey content to crime types where police records are not suitable see, e. This has been done
to provide an easier analysis of the trends in crime and because penitentiary data are only available on the
basis of those regions. The real problem with which we are here confronted is one of maintaining [sic] police
cooperation. Thus at the start we are compelled to recognize that crime statistics must originate with the police
and that without police support there can be no crime statistics. Sexual assault and aggravated assault are not
examined because it is believed that UCR statistics are not reliable for these behaviours. In both countries, the
homicide rate increased dramatically between the early sixties and the late seventies before reaching a plateau
in the early nineties, after which it decreased again.


