
UNDERSTANDING ROMANESQUE ART

The term "Romanesque," meaning in the manner of the Romans, was first coined in the early nineteenth century. Today
it is used to refer to the period of.

Sometimes the columns are in multiples of two or three. The enormous and powerful monastery at Cluny was
to have lasting effect on the layout of other monasteries and the design of their churches. Additionally, the
buildings themselves are impressive. Works of Art 9 Essay The expansion of monasticism was the main force
behind the unprecedented artistic and cultural activity of the eleventh and twelfth century. Nordic fantasies are
mingled with the dragons, lions, basilisks and vipers mentioned in the Bible and in ancient fables, as we see
them represented in the medieval bestiaries. Different regions had different tastes, greater or lesser financial
power, more or less experienced architects and masons, which created the diversity of medieval buildings still
standing today. From these basic forms, the Romanesque architecture of Europe evolved ever richer, more
beautiful and refined methods of construction. Many cathedrals owe their foundation to this date, with others
beginning as abbey churches, and later becoming cathedrals. The downfall of the Roman Empire was neither a
peaceful nor a swift affair. The consequence is that there are doorways which are Romanesque in form, and
yet show a naturalism associated with Early Gothic sculpture. The result of this was that they could be called
upon, not only for local and regional spats, but to follow their lord to travel across Europe to the Crusades, if
they were required to do so. Romanesque art refers to the art of Europe from the late 10th century to the rise of
the Gothic style in the 13th century or later, depending on region. San Gimignano, Italy: Image of San
Gimignano, famous for its medieval architecture, unique in the preservation of about a dozen of its tall, narrow
tower houses. Drum columns[ edit ] In most parts of Europe, Romanesque columns were massive, as they
supported thick upper walls with small windows, and sometimes heavy vaults. The individual parts of the
early Christian basilica survived the longest; but the whole aspect of the structure very quickly changed. The
Middle Ages have been called a night lasting almost a thousand years; but the night was bright with stars.
Bishops and the abbots of important monasteries lived and functioned like princes. There are many variations
on this theme, most notably at Durham Cathedral where the mouldings and shafts of the piers are of
exceptional richness and the huge masonry columns are deeply incised with geometric patterns. The piers may
have been filled with rubble rather than being solid, carved stone. Likewise, the contemporary apse L.
Metalwork, including decoration in enamel , became very sophisticated. Apart from that, there are also some
singular examples to be found in Germany and England. Metalwork No less important, and no less
assiduously practised since the time of the Saxon emperors, was the art of metalwork , in gold, bronze and
other precious materials. Plain circles were also used, which echoed the half-circle shape of the ubiquitous
arches. Beneath the tympanum there is a realistically carved row of figures playing a range of different and
easily identifiable musical instruments. The columns of the nave which carried the heaviest load were
gradually replaced by piers, until Romanesque architects came to use only the latter. Openings and arcades
The atrium and arcaded narthex of Sant'Ambrogio, Milan, Italy, is a harmonious composition of similar
arches. On account of the strong lateral thrust the semi-cylindrical barrel vaulting was seldom adopted, but
preferably the crosssvaulting which had already been used by the Romans for covering wide spans.


