
LONDON BY WILLIAM BLAKE ANALYSIS

This poem, 'London', reveals the author's feelings toward the society that he lived in. Here is a complete analysis of
William Blake's poem.

It is not surprising that he should revile such a strict government. The speaker does not reveal whether the
harlot is the mother of the baby or not, but he does imply that rather than comforting a crying infant, she
curses it. He did not conform to these patterns, but rather found himself among other radical thinkers. At the
The Sick Rose vs. London: A poetic Comparison William Blake was a renowned poet whose works continue
to be recognized long after his death. The innocent baby shedding tears represents those who are innocent in
the world. Blake was more than a poet he was also a painter and printmaker. The poem climaxes at the
moment when the cycle of misery recommences, in the form of a new human being starting life: a baby is born
into poverty, to a cursing, prostitute mother. Both William Wordworth's 'London' and William Blake's 'Upon
Westminster Bridge' were written at the turn of the 19th century in Georgian times to illustrate the authors'
views of London. Throughout his lifetime the British poet wrote several poems. His poetry has inspired much
change in both the past and the present. Often his engraving art would act as the accompanying image to his
poetry. Likewise, institutions of powerâ€”the clergy, the governmentâ€”are rendered by synecdoche, by
mention of the places in which they reside. By exploring the writing style, structure and imagery in this poem,
as well as identifying the importance of symbolism, a conclusion can be made concerning the purpose of this
poem. Repetition is the most striking formal feature of the poem, and it serves to emphasize the prevalence of
the horrors the speaker describes. Give your own responses. Although the speaker believes that the Harlot has
somehow damaged marriage, he also reveals his beliefs about marriage in the first place. The idea of a
youthful harlot suggests the level of poverty and corruption, that a girl who was yet a youth would be involved
in prostitution. Blake experienced some of this first hand. She has deranged marriage by having sold her body
before ever entering into the marriage union. She curses at the tears of a newborn baby. While the innocent
shed tears, the perverted attack them. He sees despair in the faces of the people he meets and hears fear and
repression in their voices. He claimed to have interactions with angels and prophets, which had a great
influence on his outlook of life. This poem particularly condemns the stringent rules of society. They are few
and they are scoffed at. The penalty for this was severe, and Blake was distraught over the issue until he was
finally acquitted. The author uses a rhyme scheme that mirrors the pace of walking. At one point in his life, he
was accused of speaking against the king Bio. Blake had a very simple upbringing and had little education.
Sexual and marital unionâ€”the place of possible regeneration and rebirthâ€”are tainted by the blight of
venereal disease. And mark in every face I meet Marks of weakness, marks of woe. His formal education was
in art and at the age of fourteen he entered an apprenticeship with a well-known engraver who taught Blake his
skills in engraving. Refer to styles, techniques and effects of the poetry.


