
SECTIONS OF A SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH PAPER

The usual format for a social science research paper is APA; however, always sections included in most formal social
science research papers: introduction.

It provides an overview of relevant research in your discipline. University College Writing Centre. During
your review of the literature, make note of any quotes or anecdotes that grab your attention because they can
used in your introduction to highlight the research problem in a captivating way. Structure and Writing Style I.
This avoids giving an impression that your paper is more flash than substance and does not distract from the
substance of your study. Why should I read it? However, avoid simply repeating your discussion section.
Draw upon the findings of others to demonstrate the significance of the problem and to describe how your
study builds upon or offers alternatives ways of investigating this prior research. Key Terms abstract: The
overall summary of a scientific paper, usually fewer than words. If you followed the scientific method, you
began your research with a hypothesis. But think carefully about whether you could benefit from the
distancing effect of putting these implications in a separate conclusion. Key Terms methodology: A detailed
explanation of specific components of a research project, such as phases, tasks, methods, techniques, and
tools. The discussion section should analyze your results without reporting any new findings. Also, the Center
conducts helpful, fifty minute small-group writing skills workshops for students that cover a wide range of
topics. It addresses any critical questions in the reader's mind of, "Why the hell didn't the author examine this?
The thesis statement should be one to three sentences in length, depending on the complexity of your paper,
and it should appear in your introduction. In academic writing, it is inappropriate to assume that your reader
will know exactly what you mean when you make an overly general claim. Writing an Introduction. Use the
past tense, and use precise language. The conclusion should not repeat your discussion section. Establish
context by providing a brief and balanced review of the pertinent published literature that is available on the
subject. The College Research Paper. Bates College; Introductions. Provide a clear statement of the rationale
for your approach to the problem studied. Once you provide the general and specific context of the existing
knowledge, then you yourself can build on others' research.


