
STANDARD FORMAT FOR WRITING RESEARCH PROPOSAL

The Research Proposal is a complete description of the intended research, developed The template provides ALL the
sections, headings and subheadings that you will require in your Do NOT use all capitals, but write as is shown above.

Failure to delimit the contextual boundaries of your research [e. If your proposed research is library-based,
you should explain where your key resources e. The proposal is the most important document that you submit
as part of the application process. Sources Exactly what or who will you study e. What exactly should I plan to
do, and can I get it done in the time available? What suggestions for subsequent research could arise from the
potential outcomes of the study? Buddhism: the history and evolution. Critique the literature: Which
arguments are more persuasive, and why? How is it significant within the subject areas covered in my class?
Why do you choose them? Be sure to answer the "So What? Practicalities How much time will you need to
collect the data? In this part you should give more details about the aim of your study, explain why it is worth
completing, enumerate the main problems you want to face and offer a brief plan of your future research;
Review of the sources. The best proposals move forward with ease and grace like a seamless river. It sets out
the central issues or questions that you intend to address. The introduction generally covers the following
elements: State the research problem, which is often referred to as the purpose of the study. Information for
Students: Writing a Research Proposal. In short, try to paint your research question in broad brushes and at the
same time bring out its significance. This section should also explain how you are going to analyse your
research findings. Convinces your reader that your proposed research will make a significant and substantial
contribution to the literature i. Consider not only methods that other researchers have used but methods of data
gathering that have not been used but perhaps could be. How to frame the research problem is perhaps the
biggest problem in proposal writing. You need to demonstrate your knowledge of alternative methods and
make the case that your approach is the most appropriate and most valid way to address your research
question. Connect the literature to your own area of research and investigation: how does your own work draw
upon, depart from, synthesize, or add a new perspective to what has been said in the literature? Procter,
Margaret. Present the rationale of your proposed study and clearly indicate why it is worth doing. The research
design or methodology section should describe the overall approach and practical steps you will take to
answer your research questions. However, most professors prefer a separate section, which allows a more
thorough review of the literature. Nigel Gilbert, ed. Describe the major issues or problems to be addressed by
your research. If necessary, provide definitions of key concepts or terms. You will be able to revise your title
during the course of your research if you are accepted for admission. When and where will you collect the
data? Aim to make an argument for why this is the most appropriate, valid and reliable approach to answering
your questions.


