
SONRISAS BY PAT MORA ESSAY

Sonrisasâ€• by Pat Mora is a poem that describes groups of women in two separate rooms. The title, â€œSonrisas,â€•
means â€œsmilesâ€• in Spanish.

Pat was raised in a spanish and English speaking home. The first stanza is talking about the American women
with their "cups of black coffee" and the "click click" 4 of what I am interpreting to be the women walking in
their high heels. She said that other writers will continue to write what they can not say in a possible way and
try to say. Much of the time, these roles can jumble together. She sees how coming to America has affected
her relationship with her children because of the language barrier they now face. Mora takes you deep into a
mind of a woman who is not only facing challenges in the outside world but in her home life as well. In one
room it shows American Customs she follows in her work life and in the other room it shows her Mexican
customs through her home and family life. For years now people have been judged by their skin color, their
race, or where the originally come from. Another difference is that the women being referred to in the 2nd
stanza seem to be less active than those in the 1st stanza. The sweeter sounds convey a partiality to the second
group of women; the narrator sounds as though she is fonder of the Mexican women and is irritated by the first
group. But many women do wear suits, not only business women, so this could still be referring to all
American working women in general. It gives an insight on how Mexican customs differ with American
customs, and how these individuals adjust to living two separate lives while trying to hold on to their culture.
These women are forced to block their laughter by keeping their mouths shut and keeping their smile in their
eyes instead of their mouth s and lips. Show More Pat Mora is an award-winning writer that bases most her
poems on tough cultural challenges and life as a Mexican American. She was born in a Spanish speaking
home in El Paso, Texas. She frequently wrote about the elements of the Southwest, connect with Hispanics
and give them a cultural tradition that is very important for their identity University of Minnesota. She also
talked about her "past and present" Esteves  She attains a title of a Hispanic writer; however, the most of her
poems are in English. Pat Mora the award winning Mexican American writer, writes about hardships and trials
Mexican Americans face in their daily lives. Remember: This is just a sample from a fellow student. But, by
the time I was done reading the poem through the 2nd time I felt my understanding was at about an 8.
Conroy's attendance to the Citadel, his family, and the South helped influence his innovative writing style.
Although moving to Canada was far less difficult than being sent to Vietnam, these Draft Dodgers proved they
had courage to stand up for what they believed in She had one sister named Stella. The family, Mexican
American culture, and the desert are important themes of Mora's work.


