
FACTS ABOUT DEMOTIC WRITING ALPHABET

During the 26th Dynasty it became the preferred script at court, however during the 4th century it was gradually replaced
by the Greek-derived Coptic alphabet.

The Demotic script was used for writing business, legal, scientific, literary and religious documents. Scribes
also wrote on papyrus. Griffith first transcribed it as r, and Rowan believes that was closer to its actual value.
This way of writing could not say everything. The most famous script is hieroglyphic, which uses pictures as
symbols. They attended special schools to learn the signs. The script was used for more than a thousand years,
and during that time a number of developmental stages occurred. Griffith and Hintze[ edit ] Griffith identified
the essential abugida nature of Meroitic when he deciphered the script in  It is one of the most important
treasures of the British Museum in London. Hieratic was mainly used for religious writings, literature, wisdom
texts, etc. It often occurred at the ends of Egyptian loanwords that had no final vowel in Coptic. S may have
been like s in sun. Determinatives were pictures that helped show the meaning of an abstract idea. In fact,
Demotic does not look too dissimilar from contemporary forms of arabic script. Scribes attended special
schools to learn the signs; they began to learn hieroglyphs as young as 12 years old. The last symbol above,
the baking bread symbol, can also mean the sound of the letters rth, or hnr, or hnj. During the 26th Dynasty it
became the preferred script at court, however during the 4th century it was gradually replaced by the
Greek-derived Coptic alphabet. Ptolemaic Kingdom , c. Originally hieratic was quite literally a version of the
hieroglyphics script which was more rounded in form, thus allowing for quick writing. It has long been
puzzling to epigraphers why the syllabic principles that underlie the script, where every consonant is assumed
to be followed by a vowel a, should have special letters for consonants followed by e. They thought the
hieroglyphic writing was simpler than it really is: the pictures were taken as drawings of real things rather than
symbols. Very rarely does one find the sequence C V C, where the C's are both labials or both velars. The
oldest known example of a demotic papyrus dates to the 21st year of Psamtek I and is from el-Hiba â€” Like
hieratic it was always written from right to left. Unlike Egyptian writing, there was a simple one-to-one
correspondence between the two forms of Meroitic, except that in the cursive form, consonants are joined in
ligatures to a following vowel i. It was common to write on papyrus with demotic writing. Scribes, royals,
priests, and nobles were the only members of Egyptian society capable of reading hieroglyphs. An arm not
only meant an arm, but also strength. When the Greeks conquered Egypt the art of hieroglyphs and the
knowledge of it began to fade and later when the Romans conquered Egypt hieroglyphics faded out. The only
members of Egyptian society who are capable of reading hieroglyphs were Scribes, royals, priests, and nobles.
It was up to the reader to determine the direction, based on the direction the symbols were written. Contract in
Demotic writing, with signature of a witness on the verso. In contrast to the way Latin eliminated languages in
the western part of the Empire and the expansion of Koine Greek led to the extinction of Egyptian, it did not
replace Demotic entirely. Unlike hieroglyphics or hieratic this was in common use. And for that, he was badly
ridiculed by his fellow Europeans. Hieroglyphics were divided into four different categories including
alphabetic, syllabic, word-signs, and determinatives. This began to change after Dynasty xxI, when even
religious texts began to use hieratic. This system is broadly similar to the Indian abugidas that arose around
the same time as Meroitic. Demoitc Demotic from the Greek Demos, popular, the people was a further
evolution of hieratic writing, adopted during the late period. In English the word hieroglyph is a noun that
means a hieroglyphic character. Some scholars, such as Harald Haarmann , believe that the vowel letters of
Meroitic are evidence for an influence of the Greek alphabet in its development. Egyptian Literature In
addition to keeping records of religious rituals and government actions, the Egyptians wrote many other works
from the time of the Old Kingdom. Hieroglyphs were meant to represent both ideas and sounds. Parts of the
demotic Greek Magical Papyri were written with a cypher script. A symbol of the legs not only meant legs,
but also walking. A symbol of an eye meant first an eye, and an eye with a teardrop meant sadness.


