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Bite size Revisions Facts for King Lear: A Level with York Notes Revision Cards.

Seeking to provoke a confrontation, she orders her servants to behave rudely toward Lear and his attendants to
spark up confrontation. Still angry with Oswald for insulting Lear, Kent tries to pick a fight; he roundly abuses
Oswald, describing him as cowardly, vain, boastful, overdressed, servile, and groveling. Some further
examples: Lear's incredulous 'I gave you all', answered by Regan's brutal, 'And in good time you gave it' Act
2, Scene 2 ; or Gloucester's 'O, let me kiss that hand! He also makes use of figuration like 'strange mutations',
meaning those awful changes we experience in life that finally make us willing and ready to 'yield' youth to
'age' and die. Added to that, those things have no calculable value of their own. The shares should be equal,
but Lear clearly loves Cordelia more. Lear is misled by his older daughters, but resents that Cordelia will not
play "the word game" as Goneril and Regan have done. They exit to continue their reunion. Edgar says that he
saw him fall all the way from the top of the Cliffs of Dover and that it is a miracle that he survived. His whole
speech at the start of the scene revolves around a brilliant mockery of various key words in his soliloquy
through puns. He adds that it is imperative that Cornwall not notice his absence; otherwise, Gloucester might
die for his treachery. Persuaded once again, Gloucester goes with Edgar. Goneril rushes off in desperation.
Ironically, he is the most insightful character in the play, making sound observations about Lear and human
nature. Touch me with noble anger, and let not womens weapons, water drops, stain my mans cheeks. At the
beginning of the play, they use flowery, overblown language to dupe those around them into succumbing to
their will, and in the latter part of the play they speak plainly and more logically when planning their various
schemes. Her actions at the start of the play provide us with an explosive opening and create much suspense.
He goes from being figuratively blind, becoming actually blind. A messenger arrives and interrupts them,
delivering the news that Cornwall has died. Abruptly, Goneril and Albany enter with their troops just as Regan
finishes speaking. In contrast, the next instance of prose in the play comes at the end of the scene, with the
cold and calculating comments of Goneril and Regan which contrasts with the opulence of their speeches
during the love test. L , banishing him from the kingdom and telling him that he must be gone within six days
on pain of death. An enraged Lear repents ever handing his power over to Goneril. He reveals himself finally
but the King is too mad to realize who Kent is and thus may never know. She herself grabs the sword and kills
the servant who defends Gloucester and mortally wounds her husband, Cornwall. She takes Lear to a doctor to
treat his madness. Shakespeare takes this further, going beyond the natural distortions of language when he
inserts strange repetition and substitutions in the dialogue of the play, like the quintuple repetitions of
"Nothing" and "Never" in scenes with Lear and Cordelia In Act one, and Act five, scene three. Edgar runs off
without ever revealing his true identity and Edmund returns to give Albany an update about the battle
preparations. I had rather be any kind o' thing than a fool. They inflate their language in their struggle to outdo
each other in flattering their father, attempting to win the love-test devised by Lear. Kent is actually a
nobleman fooling people into believing he is a peasant; he has only done so because he wants to continue
serving the king. Cordelia wishes her sisters well, and declares time will reveal them to be schemers. They
both tell Lear that he is getting old and weak and that he must give up half of his men, making his entourage
fifty, if he wants to stay with either of his daughters. Lear has run off from his caretakers and was last spotted
in a wheat field, covered in weeds and flowers and singing madly to himself. Animal imagery of wolves,
tigers, serpents, pelicans, vultures, and kites are used abundantly throughout the play to showcase the moral
disintegration of Lear's eldest daughters. Edmund makes a little speech about the horoscope promising death
and division that will impact both states and families. Act three, scene two As mentioned, it is those characters
on the side of virtue that become more obtuse in their language as the play progresses. L and that he has one
daughter left. Edgar The last two members of the group of men who were on Lear's side in his dilemma are
Edgar and Kent. Crack nature's molds, all germens spill at oncethat make ingrateful man! He wants Cordelia
to praise him, regardless of whether the words are empty or not.


