
HISTORY OF SPECIAL EDUCATION LAW

The purpose of this article is to examine the legal history of special education. We will examine these early efforts to
ensure a free appropriate education for.

The onset of IDEA brought about a widespread focus on providing the best-researched, most effective
methods for special education teaching. Separate schooling may only occur when the nature or severity of the
disability is such that instructional goals cannot be achieved in the regular classroom. Special Education
Teaching Today In and , the No Child Left Behind Act NCLB provided further accountability to schools and
added technology assistance and loan programs to help schools acquire needed special education resources.
Also in , the American with Disabilities Act was passed guaranteeing that implementation would be made to
people with disabilities in the work environment, as well as in public transportation, and telecommunications.
District of Columbia Board of Education. IDEA is updated about every five years, with the latest iteration in 
This involved raising expectations for students, supporting students who follow the general curriculum,
supporting parents, and helping states determine appropriate outcomes. The 20th century is characterized by
the implementation of laws to assure that people with disabilities would have their rights to education
guaranteed. In , the New York University included in the courses offered by the school a training program for
special education teachers. Board of Education, it was stated by the supreme court of the United States that all
children have the right to education in equal terms. This ensured the equal treatment and equal access of
people with disabilities to employment opportunities and to public accommodations. Changes were made also
in what concerns the law of implementing special education in schools. Finally, in , President Eisenhower
signed public law , which provided grants to colleges and universities to make sure that courses would be
offered to prepare teachers for special education. All children are created differently with different talents and
abilities. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in , and in the case of Mills vs. In addition to upholding the rights
outlined in previous legislation. With the release of the final regulations of IDEA , school districts are no
longer required to follow this model but are allowed to intervene more appropriately and find other ways to
determine if a child needs help. Some are tall, others are short. In the French researcher Alfred Binet, along
with Theodore Simon, created the intelligence scale: a standardized intelligence test in order to identify
mentally retarded children. Regardless of the direction these take, educators, lawmakers and advocacy groups
continue to streamline disability classifications as the public becomes more aware of politically correct
terminology. Now, not only were students guaranteed an equal education, they were provided with viable
schooling options and the individualized attention they needed. Now that the basic rights are set in place,
advocacy groups similar to those first started in are forming to put forth legislation. IDEA took many of the
aims represented in EHA and brought them to life by providing applicable standards and structure to its best
intentions. The reason for the consistent updating is to give the LDA a chance to see how the law works in
practice, and what is needed to make it more clear, efficient, and effective. IDEA also initiated the use of
individualized transition plans, or ITPs, to best prepare students for success in their adult lives. Special
education teachers work with and serve as a mentor to students who have a wide range of learning, mental,
emotional and physical disabilities. This was common practice and as such, when the education system was
designed, children with disabilities were not even considered. After this, a snowball effect ran through the
sixties and seventies. The views of they way students with differences should be taught and treated have
changed as people have become more open minded. Both cases though required that children and their
families had the right to a procedural due process when it comes to protecting the rights of those with
disabilities. These groups work toward a number of differing goals in regard to teaching methods, the
recognition of certain disabilities and greater choice in schools. IDEA is another act that was established in but
has undergone revamping to modernize the act as the definition and diagnosis of learning disability changes.
After these two cases, thirty six other cases followed Ballard 2, 3. With special education becoming more
important through the years, in the Association of Medical Officers of American Institutions for Idiotic and
Feebleminded Persons was found, and in two more special education classes opened in Cleveland. Continuing
the wave of implementations, in all states recognized that all citizens have the right to education, and in the
Council for Exceptional Children CEC was founded by Elizabeth Farrell. In the past, schools were required to
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wait until a child fell behind grade level before being eligible for special education. This law guarantees that
people with disabilities have the right to free and appropriate public education, in a least restrictive
environment; also, it required that each individual had his or her own educational plan IEP , and that all people
with disabilities had the right to a fair due process. In it was the turn of the Education of Handicapped Act,
which was passed in order to grant funds to schools to train teachers, but also required a Bureau of Education
for the Handicapped in the Office of Education. Despite some efforts, the attention from special educational
issues was shifted to other concerns such as the Great Depression and the Second World War. Here is a look at
some of the key legislation that set the stage for the special education system as we know it today. Inclusive
education has become more accepted in the education community since  However, in the s the number of
changes made in the governmental area was significant Winzer  The law also contained a due process clause
that guarantees an impartial hearing to resolve conflicts between the parents of disabled children and the
school system. Its Journey has and will be never ending; since society is forever evolving. In , in the case of
Brown vs.


