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One could even include the broad comparison of Pecola and Claudia versus Shirley Temple. The novel is
designed around the four seasons, meaning that it is not linear, but cyclic. Lorde, Audre. She then proceeds to
dismember the doll, in a desperate attempt to discover what there was about this little pink thing that everyone
seemed to find so lovable and beautiful. The Bluest Eye. Well, the Dick-and-Jane beginning comes back into
play in the beginning of almost every chapter. Ethnic studies was created to teach the stories, histories,
struggles and triumphs of people of color on their own terms. Not only does she idolize Shirley, but she drinks
milk out of a Shirley Temple cup, and she loves eating Mary Janes, the candies with the Shirley Temple clone
on the wrapper. Pecola is another young, black girl who â€” unlike Claudia â€” is obsessed with the thought
that in order to be beautiful, she must be blond-haired and blue-eyed. Both Claudia and Pecola experience
familial and sexual love in starkly different ways, and both endure the pain that accompanies such love. Only
mildly. While love is generally thought to involve pleasure, pain oftentimes is used in conjunction with love in
the novel, modifying and complicating it. Westport, CT: Greenwood,  LeClair, Thomas. New York: Henry
Holt,  Your time is important. Works Cited Morrison, Toni. Claudia, therefore, creates a sophisticated and
complex hierarchy of pain, where the lack of pain is not an issue because lack of pain means lack of love, and
Claudia would prefer the pain of love to the absence of either. The love depicted in The Bluest Eye is
important because, in some sense, it is ordinary. New York: Plume Book,  So as Cholly sees Pecola washing
dishes, looking defeated and browbeaten, he tries to love her the only way he knows how. Trumansburg, NY:
Crossing,  Morrison begins these chapters with an excerpt of the Dick-and-Jane introduction, usually to
contrast with the story that follows. Works Cited David, Ron. While her time in bed was painful and
humiliating, the care and love Claudia receives from her mother in particular made that pain an integral part of
her sickness. Any type of essay. Black World, Volume 20, May  By situating pain and love in the same
sentiment, Morrison seems to suggest that love, when at its most sincere and poignant, is tinged with some
sort of pain. While she sits with the prostitutes that live above her apartment, Pecola muses on the nature of
love, eventually turning to the only example of love she knows: her parents. This standard of beauty is that of
whiteness. Claudia finds Frieda crying and assumes that Mr. Pssstâ€¦ we can write an original essay just for
you. The Breedloves have always been told they are ugly and that perceived ugliness, oftentimes rooted in
racial identity, simply breeds more ugliness and pain. In this moment, Claudia realizes the power and promise
of loveâ€”if nothing else, it will break the heart and cause one so much pain, the only relief will be a song. In
his attempt to relieve her pain, he tragically causes more. The way in which Morrison presents such love,
however, so that a rape can be interpreted as an act of love, is revolutionary. Claudiaâ€”along with the
readerâ€”realizes the wonderful complexity of love lies in its complicated relationship with pain. Any type of
essay. Whereas with Claudia, she is the voice of reason and rebellion; which is the whole point of The Bluest
Eye. Review of The Bluest Eye.


