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Transference in sentence comprehension can thus be described as the extent to which syntactic principles of
L1 reflect syntactic principles in L2. We investigate which imperative speech acts are most clearly
distinguished in production, and which are most easily comprehensible across groups. To begin each trial, the
signer presented a short story. Since all possible referents occupy their own unique position in the signing
space, identifying the antecedent of a pronoun is non-ambiguous in ASL [17]. The researcher provided
feedback on four practice items, 16 test items followed without feedback Appendix S1 in File S1. We consider
expressive and iconic forms to be different types of non-manuals. They argue that each non-manual marker
has inherent semantic properties, which are compositionally combined to derive the more complex
counterfactual meaning. A specific non-manual configuration in ASL using a tongue-thrust functions as an
adverbial modifier meaning carelessly cf. Error analyses further indicated greater single-word recognition
difficulties in less-skilled signers marked by a higher rate of errors reflecting an inability to identify the actors
and actions described in the sentence. McNeill, , since they are produced simultaneously with signs and
convey properties of objects or events. While non-manuals can indicate syntactic constituency when combined
with certain types of signs, as in the case of relative clauses in ASL Liddell, , the timing and spreading
behavior of non-manual markers is associated with prosodic constituency, in particular with the intonational
phrase cf. The signer then reassumes the position of the girl and produces a punching motion in the direction
of the boy, then quickly switches to become the body of the boy while the signer's oncoming fist is understood
to be that of the girl's. In this task the participant was asked to point to the correct sign in the pair. Liddell,  A
true ASL equivalent of the English passive construction is thus difficult to positively identify and has gone
largely unmentioned in studies of ASL acquisition. If all groups are able to perform equally well on a task of
imperative comprehension, this would lead us to conclude that the prosodic cues and their patterns in ASL are
equally accessible to signers and non-signers, while any differences among the groups would allow us to infer
that modality- and language-specific experience, or effects of a specific gestural competence within a
community, can affect accessibility. There is also some evidence that deaf signers perform poorly on passives
relative to same age hearing children, though less is known as to whether this is due to a general difficulty in
word recognition, or a more specific difficulty with processing English syntactic structures [25]. The
production and comprehension of prosodic facial expressions and temporal patterns therefore can shed light on
how cues are grammaticalized in sign languages. Those tasks did not involve sentence recognition skills and
so data from them are not reported in the present study. Nespor and Sandler, ; Sandler, 


