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Morrisiana, Jackson, Shirley. John is wary, thinking his verbal confession is sufficient. Hale questions Rev.
Here are some of the questions reproduced on the chart provided on the worksheet that can help guide students
as they gather information on their historical figure: What was your historical figure's social and economic
status in the Salem community? They do reflect a current perception that unacknowledged toxins in our daily
environment can explain many medical issues. What would happen to Miller's story if Tituba were not
portrayed as the well-worn American stereotype of a Black slave woman circa practicing voodoo, but as a
Christianized Indian whose only use of magic was European white magic at the instruction of her English
neighbors? The thought that the state has lost its mind and is punishing so many innocent people is intolerable
And so the evidence has to be internally denied. Possible topics include: Further exploration of the comparison
between the student's historical figure and its dramatic counterpart. William Ives and George W. In any play,
however trivial, there has to be a still point of moral reference against which to gauge the action. Cohn then
asked me to take the gangsters in my script, who were threatening and murdering their opponents, and simply
change them to Communists. At some point in your discussion of the play--perhaps as an anticipatory set prior
to reading the drama, or perhaps as a discussion arising naturally from your reading of and response to Miller's
play--consider as a class some general questions about the nature and purposes of drama and tragedy. He also
preached six months in Dunstable in  John is shocked but determines the truth must prevail, whatever the
personal cost. Such impressions that vary from the historical facts are more likely to come from pressing
concerns of the time of the writer. George Burroughs -- which caused quite a stir since it was generally
believed at the time that a witch could not say the Lord's Prayer without making a mistake. The Witchcraft of
Salem Village. Giles Corey was tortured to death by pressing as the court tried in vain to extract a plea; by
holding out, Giles ensured that his sons would receive his land and possessions. The villagers, who had not
heard the argument, assume that the singing of a psalm by the villagers in a room below had caused Betty's
screaming. He informs John that Abigail had a pain-induced fit earlier that evening and a needle was found
stuck into her stomach; Abigail claimed that Elizabeth stabbed her with the needle through witchcraft, using a
poppet as a conduit. Giles Corey submits his own deposition, accusing Thomas Putnam of forcing his daughter
to accuse George Jacobs in order to buy up his land as convicted witches have to forfeit all of their property.
Nobody seems even to have thought to ask. Parris claims to Giles Corey that he is a "graduate of Harvard" --
he did not in fact graduate from Harvard, although he had attended for a while and dropped out. Challenged to
recite the Ten Commandments , John fatefully forgets "thou shalt not commit adultery". When challenged by
Parris and Hathorne to 'pretend to be possessed', Mary is too afraid to comply. If this is so, Abigail could well
have been in a household under attack from the Wakanabi in Maine - but since we have no information about
where she came from before entering the Parris household, we just can't be sure. Indeed, each of Miller's four
acts has at least one section that could be effectively acted out in class. What was your character's reputation in
the community? By denying that there is any reason whatsoever for you to be accused, you are implying, by
virtue of a surprisingly small logical leap, that mere chance picked you out, which in turn implies that the
Devil might not really be at work in the village or, God forbid, even exist.


