
FOOD AVAILABILITY

Food availability is the amount of food that is physically present in a country or area through all forms of domestic
production, stocks, commercial imports and.

This will enable the Government to remain at the commanding height of the national food security system.
Constituting about 4. Our total milk production is the highest in the world, but productivity per animal is
extremely low by international standards. Some have killed millions and substantially diminished the
population of a large area. China has yield rates far ahead of India in all the three major foodgrain crops
cultivated. The role of the agriculture sector, however, remains critical as going by the census it accounts for
about 58 per cent of employment in the country 6. Four of these already import a large share of their grain.
The prevalence of under-weight, stunting, and wasting in children under 5 years of age is also very high.
Livestock rearing, training in market driven skills or any other form of income security should all form part of
an Integrated Asset Reform Policy. Pillars of food security[ edit ] Growth in food production has been greater
than population growth. Another fault of FAD is that it does not center its attention on who suffers during a
famine. In the case of coarse cereals which accounted for 15 per cent of the foodgrain production in , there has
been no major technological innovation. For instance, due to low food prices, simply discarding irregular
carrots has typically been more cost-effective than spending money on the extra labor or machinery necessary
to handle them. In simple terms FAD argues that anything that disrupts food production can cause starvation
since it might cause a food supply decline below the subsistence needs of the population of a region. The
technology strategy for an evergreen revolution should have the following three components 4. No wonder the
prevailing gap between potential and actual yields even with technologies currently on the shelf is very wide
Table 1. As stated earlier, higher productivity requires higher investment in agriculture and agriculture
research - a fact that needs to be heeded by the policy makers. Abstract Food and nutrition security are
intimately interconnected, since only a food based approach can help in overcoming malnutrition in an
economically and socially sustainable manner. The ICAR Indian Council of Agricultural Research Wheat
Directorate in Karnal 4 had calculated that an additional quantity of about 24 million tonnes of wheat can be
produced immediately by bridging the gap between potential and actual yields, with technologies and varieties
now on the shelf Table II. Meat production from the recognized sector increased from 1. The Indo-Gangetic
plains offer scope for becoming the major bread basket of India through an appropriate mix of technology,
services and public policies. Economic Survey  There is vast scope both to promote Green Agriculture and to
reduce the cost of production through enhanced factor productivity. As pointed by Deveraux this approach has
several limitations. The media and the farm sector. Mandatory water harvesting and recharge of wells and
groundwater resources can enhance water availability. As temperatures rise due to climate change there is a
risk of a diminished food supply due to heat damage. Together with plant protection the enhancement of soil
health will help to improve productivity atleast by an additional tonne per hectare. Keywords: Food
availability, food production, sustainable food security Food production is the base for food security. Serving
farmers and saving farming - 1st Report. Since land is a shrinking resource for agriculture, the pathway for
achieving these goals can only be higher productivity per unit of arable land and irrigation water. The present
global surplus of food grains is the result of inadequate consumption on the part of the poor, and should not be
mistaken as a sign of over-production. When the rule of law is absent, or private property is non-existent,
farmers have little incentive to improve their productivity. In their centers of origin wild wheat plants are
screened for resistance to rust, then their genetic information is studied and finally wild plants and modern
varieties are crossed through means of modern plant breeding in order to transfer the resistance genes from the
wild plants to the modern varieties. Net productivity of rice and wheat increased in the Punjab from 1. There
are also wide gaps in the yield among and within States. This will safeguard the country from invasive alien
species, which could cause potential harm to crop and animal husbandry, fisheries and forestry. Food
availability is determined by food production and food trade FAO, 


