
AN ANALYSIS OF THE TREATY OF GUADALUPE HIDALGO BETWEEN

THE UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo officially titled the Treaty of Peace, Friendship, Limits and Settlement between the
United States of America and the Mexican Republic, is the peace treaty signed on February 2, , in the Villa de
Guadalupe Hidalgo (now a neighborhood of Mexico City) between the United States and . the United States, based
partly on its interpretation of the.

They signed the treaty and then celebrated a mass together at the basilica. In its basic form it called for the
cession of Alta and Baja California and New Mexico, the right of transit across the Tehuantepec isthmus, and
the Rio Grande as the southern border of Texas. Nor shall any tax or contribution, under any denomination or
title, be levied upon vessels or persons navigating the same or upon merchandise or effects transported
thereon, except in the case of landing upon one of their shores. As a result of the humiliation of the war and
the loss of more than half of the national territory, young Mexicans embraced a reform movement, headed by
Benito Juarez, governor of Oaxaca, who had opposed the treaty. His stand made him briefly a very
controversial figure in the United States. The southern and western limits of New Mexico, mentioned in the
article, are those laid down in the map entitled "Map of the United Mexican States, as organized and defined
by various acts of the Congress of said republic, and constructed according to the best authorities. Benito
Juarez's La Reforma was the start of a political and economic modernization process that continues to this day
in Mexico. When the Senate reluctantly ratified the treaty by a vote of 34 to 14 on March 10, , it deleted
Article X guaranteeing the protection of Mexican land grants. Meanwhile, Polk settled a major territorial
dispute with Britain via the Oregon Treaty , which was signed on 15 June  Following the ratification, U. The
evacuation of the capital of the Mexican Republic by the troops of the United States, in virtue of the above
stipulation, shall be completed in one month after the orders there stipulated for shall have been received by
the commander of said troops, or sooner if possible. Despite assurances to the contrary, the property rights of
Mexican citizens were often not honored by the U. Douglas of Illinois, Edward A. The two Governments will
amicably agree regarding what may be necessary to these persons, and also as to their respective escorts,
should such be necessary. But they shall be under the obligation to make their election within one year from
the date of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty; and those who shall remain in the said territories after
the expiration of that year, without having declared their intention to retain the character of Mexicans, shall be
considered to have elected to become citizens of the United States. A motion to insert into the treaty the
Wilmot Proviso banning slavery from the acquired territories failed 15â€”38 on sectional lines. Although the
treaty promised U. Army under General Zachary Taylor advanced to the mouth of the Rio Grande, the river
that the state of Texas claimed as its southern boundary. The peace talks were negotiated by Nicholas Trist,
chief clerk of the State Department, who had accompanied General Winfield Scott as a diplomat and President
Polk's representative. About 80, Mexicans inhabited California, New Mexico, Arizona, and Texas during the
period to , with far fewer in Nevada , southern and western Colorado, and Utah. The treaty established a
pattern of political and military inequality between the two countries, and this lopsided relationship has stalked
Mexican-U. In November, Polk sent the diplomat John Slidell to Mexico to seek boundary adjustments in
return for the U. Those who shall prefer to remain in the said territories may either retain the title and rights of
Mexican citizens, or acquire those of citizens of the United States. In the United States, the 1. This article
promised relief to them. In order to designate the boundary line with due precision, upon authoritative maps,
and to establish upon the ground land-marks which shall show the limits of both republics, as described in the
present article, the two Governments shall each appoint a commissioner and a surveyor, who, before the
expiration of one year from the date of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty, shall meet at the port of San
Diego, and proceed to run and mark the said boundary in its whole course to the mouth of the Rio Bravo del
Norte. No one could foresee how the Polk administration would receive a treaty negotiated by an unofficial
agent; nor could they know the twists and turns of the Mexican political scene for the next few months. From
east to west, the border consisted of the Rio Grande northwest from its mouth to the point where it strikes the
southern boundary of New Mexico roughly 32 degrees north , as shown in the Disturnell map , then due west
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from this point to the th meridian west , then north along the th Meridian to the Gila River and down the river
to its mouth. All prisoners of war taken on either side, on land or on sea, shall be restored as soon as
practicable after the exchange of ratifications of this treaty. Mexicans believed that the United States had
encouraged and assisted the Comanche and Apache raids that had devastated northern Mexico in the years
before the war. Revised edition. Polk did not seek re-election after his first term, and died at age 53 in June ,
three months after leaving office. Additionally, the controversial war reignited the slavery extension debate
that would ultimately result in the American Civil War in the s.


