
A DISCUSSION ABOUT THE WEAPONS ARTILLERY AND AMMUNITION

USED IN THE CIVIL WAR

Most artillery during the Civil War were muzzle loading guns, breech loading was a Cannon it looks great on any desk
and makes a great conversation piece. The limber contained a limber chest which held ammunition.

Many weapons were classified by the weight of the projectile fired and were known by "pounder" i. The
Confederacy also shared this sense of immediacy. There were no forward observers who could direct fire onto
a target. During this pre-war period, Englishman Bashley Britten patented the Britten projectile on August 1, 
At the beginning of the war, a battery contained four guns and two howitzers. Parrott's name is also associated
with the ammunition fired by his cannon. The limber contained a limber chest which held ammunition. Most
of the artillery in the South came from the local Federal forts and armories captured by the Confederates
shortly after hostilities commenced. Extra horses were needed to pull forges, haul supplies, or for officers to
ride on. Their arms and armour were most effective for fighting in close formation, which led in turn to
marching in step, which further augmented cohesion and made the phalanx a tactically formidable formation.
This weapon could accurately fire Schenkl and Hotchkiss shells approximately 2, yards at five degrees
elevation, using a one pound charge of powder. From the earliest times, a critical relationship has existed
between military technology, the tactics of its employment, and the psychological factors that bind its users
into units. Since most proficient crews could fire two rounds per minute, the troops could find themselves
hugging the ground several times. These weapons would render important service to the opposing armies in
the Civil War. One famous Blakely rifle was "The Widow Blakely" that was used by the Confederates during
the defenses of Vicksburg, Mississippi, in  The technology of war may be divided into five categories. These
weapons were usually formed in batteries - that is, a group of six weapons at least in the Union Army. A heavy
dependence on human muscle was the principal cause and a major effect of this low level of development.
But, business being business, the British were not hesitant to trade with the Federal government, although on a
restrictive basis. The gunner was in overall command of his artillery piece. These 8- and inch weapons were
made of iron. Sir Whitworth manufactured his cannons in both breech-loading and muzzle-loading models.
With the interest of the government renewed in obtaining the best possible weapons, many inventors were able
to step forward and convince the ordnance department to give their weapons a fair trial. If one member of the
gun crew was wounded or killed, any member of the crew could step in and take their place. The Hotchkiss
shell was the most common projectile fired from the Model  Named after its Dutch inventor, Baron Menno
van Coehoorn , it was usually designated as 5.


