
AN EXAMINATION OF THE EFFECTS OF HURRICANE KATRINA

Adverse health consequences of Hurricane Katrina persisted for a year or more, and Pre-hurricane data permitted an
assessment of change in physical and.

Moreover, those who are poor tend to receive and heed fewer evacuation warnings, heightening their risk for
exposure Dyson, ; Lieberman, ; Stephens et al. Ninety-three percent of the evacuee students were from the
most affected parishes Orleans, Jefferson, Plaquemines and St. Current Study The current study examines the
consequences of Hurricane Katrina on the physical and mental health of a particularly vulnerable group of
survivorsâ€”low-income, predominantly African American, single mothers. Hurricane Katrina was the
costliest in U. One report showed that evacuee students had long-term two years and more psychological
problems [ 12 ]. The prevalence of probable serious mental illness doubled, and nearly half of the respondents
exhibited probable PTSD. The majority was female  Beyond the physical devastation, the hurricane led to
elevated health and mental health difficulties among survivors Galea et al. Resources can also affect the
degree of hurricane-related stress that is experienced. In particular, those individuals who have fewer
resources prior to a stressor are less equipped to invest resources in recovery, such that efforts to recover from
losses lead to progressive depletion of resources. Photo: Shinoda, used under Creative Commons. Social
support has been shown to buffer against stress, and the lack of social support has been identified as a risk
factor of PTSD Galea et al. Methods Data Collection and Sample Characteristics Participants were initially
part of a study of low-income parents who had enrolled in two community colleges in the city of New Orleans
in  Hurricanes Hurricanes are the most powerful storms known to man. It implies that those who left their
schools, friends and even families had experienced much stress. New Orleans has been protected by levees
since the French began inhabiting the region in the 17th century, but modern levees were authorized for
construction in after Hurricane Betsy flooded much of the city. These symptoms happened with higher
probabilities among those being more disrupted [ 14 ] and tended to be worsening over time [ 15 ]. But many
stayed, particularly among the city's poorest residents and those who were elderly or lacked access to
transportation. As Hurricane Katrina hit, New Orleans and surrounding parishes saw record storm surges as
high as 19 feet. Collected bodies must be examined for cause of death, and some argue that indirect hurricane
deaths, like being unable to access medical care, should be counted in official numbers. Line T1T2 represents
the evolving of average outcome for the treatment group while C1C2 is for the control group. They are
essentially walls that prevent waterways from overflowing and flooding nearby areas. Less than one month
later, on Sept. Others have noted that those with fewer economic resources are more likely to live in housing
that is unable to withstand natural disasters Ruscher, ; Weems et al. Some neighborhoods now have fewer
residents under 18 as some families chose to permanently resettle in cities like Houston, Dallas, and Atlanta.
Other researchers have noted an even longer-term persistence of these symptoms Galea et al. Empirical
research gave support to social control theory since its development [ 33 , 34 , 35 ]. All the participants
experienced the hurricane and most  Although it provides some measure of pre-disaster functioning,
retrospective information is likely to be measured with error, leading to biased estimates of effects on
post-disaster outcomes. Much of this research focuses on the short-term implications and indicates that
disaster survivors evidence a wide range of reactions, including symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder
PTSD as well as other, often co-morbid, conditions such as depression, anxiety, somatization, substance
abuse, and physical illness Kessler et al. Within this context, the Conservation of Resources COR theory
posits that it is the threatened or actual loss of health, social, or economic resources that leads to psychological
distress Hobfoll,  Lori M. As of this writing, the population had grown back to nearly 80 percent of where it
was before the hurricane. Received Mar 9; Accepted May 7. T2B measures the average change of the outcome
variable for the treatment group pre and post the treatment, whereas AB equals the average over-time change
for the control group. The tempest blew through Miami at 80 miles per hour, where it uprooted trees and killed
two people. We used statistical models and spatial analysis to examine the relationship between these five
dimensions of social vulnerability and net migration in the wake of the storms. This article has been cited by
other articles in PMC. Daniels, Donald F. Abstract The purpose of this study was to document changes in
mental and physical health among low-income parents exposed to Hurricane Katrina and to explore how
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hurricane-related stressors and loss relate to post-Katrina well being. Before the storm hit land, a mandatory
evacuation was issued for the city of New Orleans, which had a population of more than , at the time. Thus, it
is conformity instead of human nature that should be used to explain delinquency. We analyzed 24 variables
that measure various socioeconomic and demographic characteristics at the county level and were able to boil
them down to a smaller set of five key dimensions of social vulnerability: disadvantaged populations; less
development; density of the built environment; elderly populations; and dependent populations. Yet a report
by the Corps released in concluded that insufficient funding, information, and poor construction had left the
flood system vulnerable to failure. Just south of the city, the powerful Mississippi River flows into the Gulf of
Mexico.


