
DEVELOPMENTAL THEORIES AND HOW THEY RELATE

Is their behavior related to their age, family relationships, or individual temperaments? The Background of Child
Development Theories.

The discontinuity view sees development as more abrupt-a succession of changes that produce different
behaviors in different age-specific life periods called stages. In some ways the development actually peaks at
stage seven, since stage eight is more about taking stock and coming to terms with how one has made use of
life, and ideally preparing to leave it feeling at peace. During this early stage of life, it is important for children
to receive consistent care so that they can learn to trust the people in the world around them. Psychosocial
Crisis Stage. SAGE;  Erikson's psychosocial theory basically asserts that people experience eight
'psychosocial crisis stages' which significantly affect each person's development and personality. Changes
don't happen in regimented clear-cut steps. Symbolic play In this type of play, symbols are much more
evident. During the oral stage, for example, a child derives pleasure from activities that involve the mouth
such as sucking or chewing. Bodily expulsions are the centre of the world, and the pivot around which early
character is formed. This helps to provide a roadmap for the clinician. If you think about it, this was pretty
radicalâ€”do human beings pass through clearly-defined stages of brain development that correlate with how
they make moral decisions? The story is fictional, but not outlandish; it sets up a clear moral dilemma, and
Kohlberg paid attention to how different people of different ages made sense of the story. Note that Piaget did
not tend to see play as learning through the accommodation of new information, but rather the assimilation of
new materials into existing cognitive structures. Erikson emphasised the significance of and 'mutuality' and
'generativity' in his theory. Erikson called an extreme tendency towards the syntonic first disposition a
'maladapation', and he identified specific words to represent the maladapation at each stage. Normative
development is typically viewed as a continual and cumulative process. Part of Erikson's appeal is that he built
on Freud's ideas in a socially meaningful and accessible way - and in a way that did not wholly rely on
adherence to fundamental Freudian thinking. For example, Rutter discovered than somber babies living in
understaffed orphanages often become cheerful and affectionate when placed in socially stimulating adoptive
homes. Oral Stage - Feeding, crying, teething, biting, thumb-sucking, weaning - the mouth and the breast are
the centre of all experience. This is actually not a psychosexual stage because basically normally nothing
formative happens sexually. Eriksons' work is as relevant today as when he first outlined his original theory, in
fact given the modern pressures on society, family and relationships - and the quest for personal development
and fulfilment - his ideas are probably more relevant now than ever. Erikson was keen to point out that the
transition between stages is 'overlapping'. Behavioral theories of child development focus on how
environmental interaction influences behavior and are based on the theories of theorists such as John B. At
each stage, children and adults face a developmental crisis that serves as a major turning point. Instead, it
focuses purely on how experience shapes who we are. During this time, a child learns about the world through
their sensory perceptions and motor interactions. And, Lawrence Kohlberg developed the dominant theories of
moral development. Remember age range is just a very rough guide, especially through the later levels when
parenthood timing and influences vary. Behaviorists believed that psychology needed to focus only on
observable and quantifiable behaviors in order to become a more scientific discipline. He noticed that when
kids are teeny, they do lots of touching and tasting. Skinner , insisted that learning occurs purely through
processes of association and reinforcement. But why do we study development? The continuity view says that
change is gradual. Children can pretend that one object is another, the cubby house becomes a rocket. Young
children can perform complex, cognitive processes and their approaches support this understanding and foster
opportunities for this to happen. Kohlberg decided that if kids move along their development both emotionally
and cognitively, then they must also move forward morally. So his theory is useful far beyond psychoanalysis
- it's useful for any application involving personal awareness and development - of oneself or others. His
cognitive theory quickly became one of the most influence child development theories. Some of these theories
are known as grand theories and attempt to explain almost every aspect of how people change and grow over
the course of childhood.


