
HOW TO WRITE AN ABSTRACT FOR A RESEARCH PAPER MLA OUTLINE

An abstract of a work, usually of an essay, is a concise summary of its main points . If you are writing an abstract as part
of an assignment, you should any conclusions reached and the direction future research might take.

Because the abstract provides the highlights of the paper, you should draft your abstract after you have written
a full draft of the paper. Here, the student is citing a classic work of psychology, originally written in German
and later translated to English. Abstracts vary in length. You will revisit these citations after reading the next
few sections. Formatting the References Section To set up your references section, use the insert page break
feature of your word-processing program to begin a new page. Electronic Sources Whenever possible, cite
electronic sources as you would print sources, using the author, the date, and where appropriate, a page
number. Census Bureau. Use a dictionary for reference. An abstract is a reduced form of a lengthy piece of
writing. Jameson, R. Researchers have found that outreach work with young people has helped reduce tobacco
use in some communities Costello et al. Step 2 Cross out words, phrases and sentences that do not add value to
the abstract. If you are citing multiple works by the same author published in the same year, include a
lowercase letter immediately after the year. By following the given rules you can learn the basic manner by
which an abstract is written in MLA style. Exercise 1 Set up the first page of your references section and begin
adding entries, following the APA formatting guidelines provided in this section. Connelley, ; O. Discuss with
your instructor whether he or she would like you to cite page numbers in this particular instance. The abstract
often appears after the title and before the main body of an essay. Results also revealed that experts have
adaptive transfer capacities and are able to transfer their skills independently of the human-machine system.
Additionally, he warned that consumers frequently do not realize the potential harmful effects of some popular
supplements Rodriguez, b. The third sentence begins to outline how the authors will support their argument.
The conclusion both points to new directions for research and tells us why we should read the essay. This may
include the title of the source, section headings and paragraph numbers for websites, and so forth. If the book
lists the name of the editor s , include it in your citation. Writing at Work At work, you may sometimes share
information resources with your colleagues by photocopying an interesting article or forwarding the URL of a
useful website. Step 2 Set the margins of the paper to 1 inch on all sides, and leave only one space after
punctuation marks. Finally, the abstract concludes by telling us about the consequences of this argument.
Experimental and quasi-experimental designs for research. For works with more than seven authors, list the
first six names, followed by ellipses, and then the name of the last author listed. In your citation, name the
section where your cited information appears, followed by a paragraph number. Highlight the verbs used in
your signal phrases, and make note of any that seem to be overused throughout the paper. The goal is to
provide enough information to help your professional peers locate and follow up on potentially useful
information. Williams believes nutritional supplements can be a useful part of some diet and fitness regimens.
State why you decided to conduct a research on the subject and why the readers should be concerned about the
topic of your research. Include a page reference whenever you quote a source directly. Carroll, D. This type of
source is different from an anthology, which is a collection of articles or essays by different authors. Step 3
Summarize your findings. New York, NY: M. Use a red pen for this task. Note that hanging indentation is the
opposite of normal indenting rules for paragraphs.


